
Bounded on the west and north by river, Penganga from the magnificent
Sarasa Kunda waterfalls down to its confluence with Wardha River, on the
north-east and east by Pranahita, and on the south by the mighty Godavari,
the Adilabad district presents variegated landscape.

PENGANGA – PRANAHITA TRIBUTARIES
IN GODAWARI RIVER BASIN



Kawal wildlife sanctuary is located at Jannaram
Mandal of Adilabad district

The picturesque landscape varies from the wide
cultivated plains with sparse natural vegetation to the
undulating uplands where wide valleys chequred with
fields, with low wooded ridges and finally higher hills.



It is these uplands with wide valleys sandwiched by a series of densely
wooded hill ranges that are now the main habitat of tribal population
of the Adilabad district. The tribal population of the district is divided
into Raj Gond, Pradhan, Thoti, Kolam, Naikpod and Andh, of which the
Raj Gonds are the most numerous.



The Gond tribes ruled Central India from five forts i.e., Ghar
mandla, Devogiri, Nagpur, Kherla (Bethul) and Chandrapur.



The Utnoor in Adilabad is part of erstwhile
Chandrapur kingdom.

Utnoor, Mahur, Manikghar are some of the important
forts in this kingdom.



• Rani Durgavathi fought
with Moghuls from
Ghar mandla.

• Ramji Gond fought with
British from Nirmal

• Komaram Bheem
fought with Nizam from
Babejhari and
Jodeghat.
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Geologists named the
predominant rock

formation of this region
after the Gond tribes as

“Gondwanas”.

During their rule the Raj Gonds
patronized art and culture,
provided irrigation facilities,

maintained grain banks to help
the poor during drought.



Haimendorf, the famous
anthropologist documented the
life style and culture of Gonds in
his book “The Raj Gonds of
Adilabad”.

He was advisor to the Govt. of
Hyderabad state and
instrumental in formulating
legislations and schemes for
tribal development.
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Pradhans are the bards or
minstrels of Raj gonds.

Dandari, the traditional dance
comprises 16 forms and 18 instruments.



Kolam are aboriginal community known as
PTGs (PVT). They are good in bamboo works.



Kolam worship Bheema the five temples
(Pangri, Danthanpally, Olety, Sirasagudem and

Gangapur) are famous in this region.



The Ojas or Vanjaries (black smiths) produce the brass idols of
the deities, the bells, lamps etc offered in the worship of the
deities.



 Naikpods display
scroll paintings of
Lakshmidevara
stories and tell the
stories.
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 The Thoti tribe sings the
Mahabarath and other
stories.

 Thoti women are good at
tatooing.



Lambadas are colourful and progressing tribal
community.



The Handicrafts department, GOI trained the tribal
artisans, built capacities to produce artifacts in tune
with the market demands.
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