Protect tribal rights,
Kumudben urged

CAPress News Service
Kakinada, Oct. 16: The >ocal
service orgamsations in the agency
area of East Godavan distnct have
sent a memorandum to Ms Kumud-
ben Josh, Governor, seeking her
help in protecing the nghts of
tribals

The orgamsations complained
that anti-tribal measures were taken
up in Tribes Advisury Council

[TAC] meeungs. They said TAC
was working under the influence or
pressure of the ruling party.

In the recent AP Karshak
Panshad Act. there were no re-
servations for tnbals in the elections
of 1ts otnce-bearers. The tnbals snil
formed majonty m scheduled arcas.
Since there werce no rescrvations,
the non-tnbals had filed nomna-
nois, they compiaimed

In the Cooperanve Act also, non-
tnbals were geting elected tor the
majonty of posts

The orgamisauons appealed to the
Goveinor to modify the AP Nyava
Panshad Bill in tune with the
populauon of scheduled arcas by a
special notfication

The Survey Settiemen: Decpart-
ment totally ignorec 1917 1939
A i ;'-'nhihihng a1 non-tnba: from
purchasing the land of tnbais The
department had issued land pattas
10 non-tnibals A great deal of tnbal
land was alicnated under these op-
crations The High Court made the
situation worse by upholding the
validity of settlement  operations,
they said

They asked the Governor to ex-
amine the situation and protect the
interests of the tnbals.

The TAC in 1zs meeting in De-
cember. 1988, resolved that the
powers of Director of Settlement
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may be delegated to distnct collec-
tors, who wérg well acquainted with
the facts and records and wege
accessible to the tnbals.

Without domng anything in this
matter, the Government started
attempts for repeal of Section 1 of
1970 Act and renotification of sche-
duled areas. When new criminal
procedure code was introduced all
over the country, the Government
of Andhra Pradesh in 1976 by a
special notification had allowed the
old CRPC to continue in scheduled
areas of the State.

As per old CRPC |under Section
125], a concubine was not eligible to
get maintenance from her husband
Several tnbal women were depnved
as a result. According to tnbal
customs and practices, there were
no concubinegs and a concubine and
wife enjoyed the same status.

The continuation of old CRPC
led to such problems, they com-
plained.

Sakt, Laya, Ginjana Deepika,
Spandana, Yard Ginjana Praja San-
gham, Chaitapya Sravanthi, Nava
Nirmana Samithi, Janachetana and
Girjjana Seva Samithi conducted
meetings in agency villages and told
the tnibals that Section 1 of 1970 Act
should not be scrapped. It should be
implemented to protect the rnbals
from the exploitations of non-tnb-
als. They appealed to the Governor
10 take imtative in the matter



