Y )

“Govt ﬁnaﬁg@m

By N Sriranganath

HYDERABAD, July 4.

The inevitable has happened. The

death of a non-tribal farmer in the clash

between the tribal and non-tribal peas-

ants in P Rajavaram village of
Jeelugumilli mandal in West Gedavart

Gistrict seemed to have provided.

enough excuse to the government (o
unleash a reign of terror on the tribals.

When the vexed problem of deter-
mining the ownership of thousands
of hectares of land in the possession
of non-tribals in the schduled area was
crying for a solution, the governmeni
a]}owed the situation to deteriorate by
its total inaction or half-hearted ac-
tion.

When eviction of non-tribals from

1,900 . hectares of land in
Suvamav'mnudem was ordered, the
government took no actien even for
three years to enable the non-fribals
to get a stay order from the high court,
which they got in 1993.

The settlement court at Kovvur
could dispose of till February 1997,
only 42 of about 170 cases involving
1,565 hectares. Of the 42 cases 27
went in favour of non-tribals, 11 iz
favour of the government while four
cases were drOpped. But not a siagle
case went in faveur of tribals.
“Sakthi”, a non-zovemnmental organi-
savion working For the protc’c‘zon of

f )25 phtsgr jh. oy ).m.tiﬂﬂn.r’%e

=ar the petitioner was given
nauoes before disposa! of these cases.
- In the three notified mandals of
West Godavari, ail the 29 villages in
Jeelugumilli madzl, all the 53 vﬂlafr&

‘in Butta\acmdem mandal and 19 of

the 23 \qlhoes in Polavaram mandal
are notified villages Tribals were

.granted 7,736 patias covering 9,391

hectares of lang, whkilc non-tribals
were granted 43 pattas covering 743
heciares. But ihie fact is that 28,367

nectares of land- assessed Wastér

poranfooke and uﬁﬁmme
Gapation of non-tmbals.

“The very presence of non-tribals

OWLINE land in the scheduled area it-

teﬁrmr led to éﬁ

self is proof of the systematic viola-
tion of the regulatxons made from time
to time governing land tragsfer in the
tribal areas. Yet the government or-
dered an extensive survey of the dis-
puted lands.

The make-believe survey and the
scrutiny of records of the clairaants
was done amidst prohlbxtcrv orders
under section 144 with the ulterior
motive of discouraging the tribals from
asserting their nahts Some time in
March the tribals were tricked by the
mandal revenue officer ochtlucrumﬂu
into appearing before him for v rerifi-
cation of records and when the tribals
gathen:d at one phce the police en-

tered the scene ard arreste< 30 tnba!s
for violating the “pronibitory™ orders. -

The MRO had vanished from the ;

scene minutas before the pelice’ en~
tered.

This is just on2 example of how the
revenue officials made a mockery of !
the decisions taken at hcher level of :
the administraticn. It also shows to
what length the officials could go in
the service of the powerfu® non-tribal
lzndiord lobby.

Earlier, wher the non- -tribals burnt
down the Jeelugumilli MRO’s office
along with the land records and dam-
aﬂed Jangareddigudem MRO’s office,
tribals were booked under non—bad-

Implement Act on war-foot fing

From P V Kondal Rao

WARKANGAL: “The crackdown on
iribals in Jelugumilliis premdxced and
motivated, pcrpetrated by a section
of ‘collaborators’,” was the reaction
of Dr B Janarchan Rao, convener of
the Adivasi Sangheebhava Commit-
ice.

He told AP Times this evening
that the incidents were the result of
the landgrabbing spree by ‘settler-
Jandlords™ and meffccuvc land re-
forms in the Agency areas.

From

anduvarigudem to Palacharla
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_ Ra]awaram the theme is the

Bosarajupally to-

ict between alienated and ex-
plmled tribals and the vested inter-
ests representing the government and
the plainsmen.

According to Sangheebhava  Com-
mittee findings, in all the ‘thre:
mandals 10,000 acres each are
owned by 100 to 220 non-tribal land-
lords.

Taking exception to tribals bcmG
termed as violent, Dr Rao said the
landlords created lawlessness vio-
lating several rules including the lard
transfer Regulation One of 1970.

‘U'lfvrtunatcl\ the c*ovemmcnt

sme—a . itself. w3 The las wv-breaker,being: 0 s Ru{hertmd(ﬁle Britis}

silent spectator to the process of offi-
cial transfer of fertile forest lands in
East Godavari. where after 1977 about
39.C00 hectares of land in 531 cases
were given as “booty’ to non-tribal -
zbsentee landlords,” he said.

On the banning of arrows and bdws, ;

Dr Rao said “the tribals will continue
to use them even if a ban is imposed.”.

Dr Rao suggested strict implemen--
tation of the Regulanon One to solve
ite land dispute, He sought the finali-

sation of land disputes within a Stipu-'..

lated time by high court Judges and

other experts involved in t.he Issue. =

able sectlons the non-@ﬁba]s were 1et
out nnibailte o

*“While Allowing the probLm to sim-’
mer, the authorities: should have
knoswn that it would flare vp during
the Kharif transplantation in July. The
non-tribal lobby, patronised bv pow-
erful caste leaders of the ruling party

:seemed to be preparing for show-
‘down, when they:had successfully

blocked T hrxs.ma Prasad. known for
his: ' service to ' tribals of
szakhapatuam district, from taking
over charge as Supe rimendent of Po-
lice, West Godavari.

While the police are turning the
agency area upside down. the non-
tribal lobby is thmstm" for a revenge,
- according to informed sources. The
district collec.or has imposed a ban
an ing of bows and am\\s, which
h collectar
_during Sitarama Raju’s revolt) did not
as they were the meaus cf food- guth-
ering by the tribals.

The pollce swarming t:e tribal vil-
lages have been behaving ifke an occu-
patlonforce caring for none and spar-

ing nothing. The way the ews team
of-Andhra Pradesh Times was
th:eatened by the police when they
were coIlectmx‘ informaticn and tak-
ing photosrr:\hs in Jeelugumilli, at a

,hmc Chief MNinister N Chandrababu

Naidu was pmmlsmc legislation or
“right to information ™ confirme. that
t.he police are a !-,“ unto Lhcrnxlvcs




